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fleet as reason and the nature of the thing could
have made tolerable.
Thus things were carried on, till the king, beggared
by the mismanagement of his counsels, and beaten
by the Scots, was driven to the necessity of calling
a parliament in England.
It is not my design to enter into the feuds and
brangles of this parliament. I have noted by ob-
servations of their mistakes, who brought the king
to this happy necessity of calling them.
His majesty had tried parliaments upon several
occasions before, but never found himself so much
embroiled with them but he could send them home,
and there was an end of it; but as he could not
avoid calling these, so they took care to put him
out of a condition to dismiss them.
The Scots' army was now quartered upon the
English. The counties, the gentry, and the as-
sembly of lords at York, petitioned for a parliment.
The Scots presented their demands to the king,
in which it was observed, that matters were con-
certed between them and a party in England; and
I confess, when I saw that, I began to think the
king in an ill case; for, as the Scots pretended
grievances, we thought, the king redressing those
grievances, they could ask no more; and therefore
all men advised the king to grant their full demands.
And whereas the king had not money to supply the
Scots in their march home, I know there were several
meetings of gentlemen with a design to advance
considerable sums of money to the king to set him
free, and in order to reinstate his majesty, as before.
Not that we ever advised the king to rule without
a parliament, but we were very desirous of putting
him out of the necessity of calling them, at least,
just then.

